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SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
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January 11 , 1950 


V 
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Dear Admiral Hlllenkoe tiers 




activ^t^rt^ T network has been 

activated, I am somewhat concerned that th^rvA ™o-rr ^ 

misunderstanding with respec? to Its o^esMT6?7 Y^r 

m6nxop8.nd.UDi states at papaspaDh 2 i"hA+- -h>i 

relaterto’the®t7“!lrR.°°''®™“* Intelligence program' as 


impending Soviet of 

s rongly that the Check List operation wlll'not be 

manageable unless the objective Is ttas ItmUed If to. 
network devotAd ■i-f-cim.n-f' ixraitea. ±i the 

tlon tor wl? (Li o? Pi’epara. 

•? riA-tTh* +-0-KT vnoL or cold; , it will not only find ItdAlt 
inevitably engaged in extensive wasteful dunllcS? on 

memorandum), but, worse vet ??d SiJ f 

mh?i"r«ttoS win pointing to Irmlnlnt 

military action will not be given the necessary emphasis. 


CIA s understanding of the objective of the Check LlsJ 


network 


Rear Admiral R. H. Hillenkoetter, 

Director of Central Intelligence. 


State Department review completed 
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network is essentially the same as ours and that the 
apparent discrepancy described above will be resolved at 
the next meeting of the Check List officers. For the 
record, however, I believe it would be desiraole to mend 
the statement of objectives in the reference memorandum 
along the following lines: 


2. The objective of the Check List network 
is to provide timely warning of impending Soviet 
military action. To this end, the Check List 
network is expected 


a. to focus the attention of intelll 
gence analysts on specific Indicators 
(positive and negative) of Soviet inten- 
tions to resort to military action in the 
near futiire, and 


b. to provide an effective mechanism 
for interagency exchange of views on this 
subject at the working level. 


Sincerely yours. 




W. Park Armstrong, Jr* 
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